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I cannot quite believe that we have already reached the end of yet another school year! The year has flown by! 

A huge thank you to all the staff, parents, governors, volunteers and children for all their hard work and commitment in taking the school forwards on its 

journey. There has been much to celebrate and we hope many more to come as we continue to develop and improve. 

 

I cannot believe I am writing to you all at the end of the summer term – I say it every year but this particular 

academic year seems to have flown by !   This summer term has been such a whirlwind with SATs, school 

trips and leaver productions that we have hardly had time to think.  Thank you to everyone for their support 

with the children’s learning.  We hope you take the time to rest and relax over the summer holidays ready 

to start back with a positive mindset and an eagerness to learn.  I hope you all have a lovely summer holiday 

making happy memories. 

 

Thank you to all who were able to attend our meet the teacher sessions last week. For those who were 

unable to attend, the ‘Welcome’ presentations, which offer key year group information, can be found on the 

website at https://www.burleyandsopleyfederation.org.uk/page/?title=Classes&pid=59 

CURRICULUM 

One of our key priorities this year has been to develop our curriculum and we are excited to 

begin our project and concept based ‘Curriculum with HEART’ approach in September. 

https://www.burleyandsopleyfederation.org.uk/page/?title=A+Curriculum+with+HEART&pid=3954 

Each project will ensure all learning leads to a real and purposeful outcome to share with parents. Our first 

term will be our CREATE term with art and computing taking a lead focus across the whole school. To launch 

this and enhance the children's experiences we are excited to be taking the whole school to Southampton 

Art Gallery in early September. We are working with local artists to arrange school visits - if you (or you know 

of anyone who)  would like to share their art skills with the children please contact the school office. There 

will be opportunities to come into school to take part in a ‘CREATE’ session with the children and you will 

also be invited to our whole school art gallery at the end of the projects. More outcome information will 

follow in the Autumn term. 

 

 

 

Headteacher 

https://www.burleyandsopleyfederation.org.uk/page/?title=Classes&pid=59
https://www.burleyandsopleyfederation.org.uk/page/?title=A+Curriculum+with+HEART&pid=3954


THE GREAT OUTDOORS 

You may have noticed our amazing new vegetable planters near the house filled with seeds and plants ! We 

have been working hard to develop the school grounds so that our children can have more opportunities to 

work outside and be outside…. This is still a work in progress but we have now employed a part time gardener 

to help us to bring the gardens to life so that they can enhance aspects of the science, geography, art and 

PSHE curriculums…our vision is that the children will be outdoors much more often embracing all that our 

unique setting has to offer. 

 

SHOES 

To enable all children to enjoy the outdoors frequently, we are asking that all children have both outdoor 

and indoor shoes from September. This is to protect both their footwear and our new carpets which are 

being installed over the summer holidays !  We will be providing suitable shoe storage indoors for all children 

and ask that children change their shoes at the classroom door before coming in, in the morning, at break 

and lunch and before going home. Their indoor shoes can therefore remain in school if they wish. 

Indoor shoes must be plain black but do not have to be school shoes. They may be plimsolls, soft black 

trainers or something similar that enables the children to look smart, be comfortable and ready to learn. For 

younger children, please may you ensure that the indoor shoes are easy to put on and do up as the children 

will be changing a few times during the day. 

Outdoor shoes need to be suitable for running and playing in as well as being in the garden and on the 

field - these may be their PE trainers. 

Additional wellies are welcome too if you would like or according to the weather. 

ATTENDANCE 

Thank you to all those families who have worked hard to ensure their children are in school every day and 

ready to learn. Our whole school attendance figure of 94.43% is in line with the natural average. We believe 

as a school that we want to achieve a higher rate than this as we know that good attendance reduces gaps 

in learning and therefore has long term benefits.   In September, please ensure that your child is in school 

by 8.50 a.m. to allow them to be registered.  Any late comers will have to sign in at the office. 

 

READING and NUMBERS 

A number of parents have approached us to ask about what they could be doing at home to ensure that 

their children do not forget their learning over the holidays. Please, please support your children to keep 

reading! Hampshire libraries are running their summer reading challenge and we would love to 

celebrate any children in assembly who complete this. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/kids-zone    

Our lower school children all have logins to Little Wandle and can explore a range of books online 

should they wish to. 

 

Next year the competition will be on with all things timestables - a reminder that all 

children have logins to both Numbots and Timetables Rockstars! (same login for both) 

 

 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/kids-zone


 

WATER SAFETY 

With the good weather set to continue, I am sure many of you will be spending time at the beach. Please 

see the link below to Hampshire safeguarding water safety pages - there are some great messages to share 

with children. 

https://www.hampshirescp.org.uk/parents-and-carers/water-safety/ 

 

NEW SCHOOL ENTRANCE 

From September, the school offices will be based in the school house. This will enable us to have more rooms 

within the school to work with individuals and small groups of children for focussed work. We are very 

excited to be re-carpeting the school, refitting the boys toilets and using the house for Busy Bees wrap 

around care. We have a busy summer ahead! 

The new entrance for all children will be the gate at the far end of the track by the house. Parents are 

welcome in and children will be greeted at the gate opposite the house / by the play equipment to then walk 

to their classrooms. Wagtails parents may accompany their children to the classroom door. For all other 

children, the staff member on the gate will pass any messages on to the class teachers. We ask that all 

children in year groups 1-6 make their way independently to their classrooms so that teachers can start 

teaching straightaway. Class teachers will be available at the end of the day at pick up if you would like to 

catch up with them. 

Pick up arrangements 

The new gate will open at 3.15pm so that parents can walk round to collect. 

Robins parents please pick up from Robins classroom door. 

Kestrels parents please walk around and collect from outside Kestrels. 

Woodpeckers parents please pick up outside Woodpeckers classroom door. 

WRAPAROUND CARE/CLUBS 

Mrs Morris and Mrs Roche will be running their Busy Bees breakfast and afterschool clubs from September.  

We also have Premier Education offering a football club on a Monday and we are currently organising a 

‘Bushcraft’ school club from an outside provider which will run on a Friday.  Staff are being trained on a new 

Scopay add on which means you can book and pay for before and afterschool clubs on-line.  Once this is 

sorted in mid-August– you will receive an email over the summer to confirm the details.  All parents who 

have registered an interest already, your child definitely has a place ! 

THANK YOU 

Lastly, thank you for all the presents and cards that the staff have received.  We are truly humbled by the 

words inside and we are very grateful for everything we have received.  Sorry if we have not personally 

thanked you but please know we are very appreciative. 

 

 

https://www.hampshirescp.org.uk/parents-and-carers/water-safety/

