
Vocabulary - Knowledge and Understanding the World Past and Present

Understanding the world: past and present
● Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society
● Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences

and what has been read in class.
● Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and

storytelling.

Understanding the world: past and present Vocabulary

Ways of life and occupation
A way of life is how you choose to spend your time. An
occupation is a job.

Job, work, occupation, profession, professional,
uniform, doctor/s, nurse, hospital, ward, surgeon,
firewomen, dentist, fireman, teacher, opticians.
Experience, event, achievement, medal, award,
museum, statue. Family, friends, Mum, Dad, Brother,
Sister, Auntie, Uncle, Niece, Nephew, Cousin, Grandad,
Grandma. Dinosaurs, extinct, Castle, knight, armour,
protect, tower, king, Monarch, empire, battle, ruler,
empire, past, technology, change. Past, History,
Technology, Modern, Similar, Different

Experiences
An experience is something that happens to us in our
lives (museum or holiday) Important events are called
life events. Life events might include: birthday,
Baptism, wedding, birth, achievements and starting
school.

Me, family and friends
Family are people who are related to one another.
Friends are people who like spending time together. We
are all different, each and every one of us is unique.

Past, present and future
The past: dinosaurs, castles, fairy tales, Grandparents
born, parents born, when I was a baby, yesterday.
Present: now I am
Future: I want to be…



Progression

Autumn term Spring term Summer term ELG

Children will:
• Know more about the people

that live in their house and
begins to develop friendships
Know their class name, teachers
and other people and places in
school

• Know and remember more than
one event that happened to
them in the past (yesterday,
weeks ago or a year ago)

Children will:
• Know more about their family

including other family members
and friends. Know more about
their class, teachers and other
people and places in school

• Know and remember more about
one event that happened to them
in the past (yesterday, weeks ago
or a year ago)

• Know if an artefact is from the
past or present time.

• Know if a story is from the past by
using the images and language
used.

• Know that babies grow into
toddlers then children

Children will:
● Know and remember more about

more than one event that
happened to them in the past
(yesterday, weeks ago or a year
ago)

● Know that people have different
occupations

● Know that dinosaurs are extinct
know more about the past through
Fairy tales and castles


